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Every day, we hear about new scientific developments in our world. In recent years, the
development of genetic science has been particularly rapid, and we find ourselves at the threshold of
exciting discoveries. The imminent use of genetic techniques to prevent, to detect, and to treat
certain illnesses can be a particularly exciting prospect. These new technologies are in their infancy,
and their full potential is not yet clear. However, they will have important effects on our society, and
we should expect them to change our world. Scientists and their knowledge are likely to be very
much in demand, both in their own right and as advisors and consultants. The market for scientific
products and services is likely to expand significantly, particularly for large corporations and
research institutions. The demand for scientific training is also likely to increase, and this may
stimulate expansion in scientific education. However, there are also strong pressures which may act
in the opposite direction. Many aspects of scientific research are now well established and highly
profitable. Thus, the possible incentives to manipulate scientific results may be expected to increase.
This Special Issue of the PSEP Journal on Medical and Biological Sciences examines some of these
issues and the potential implications of the new genetic technologies for science, medicine, industry
and society. The Editors ![](10.1177_2152625820939897-img1.jpg) Michael Crick and James Watson
(together with Rosalind Franklin) discovered the structure of DNA and, with Peter Pauling, shared
the 1962 Nobel Prize for the discovery. Between 1948 and 1980, Watson and Crick changed almost
everything about how we think about life and living things, including ourselves. They founded the
field of molecular biology, which, by the early 21st century, had become an immense industry with a
market worth some $100 billion per year. This book reflects the remarkably small number of
scientists and science writers who made an effort to understand what molecular biology was really
about, and the enormous number of people who now take for granted the truth of their version of
reality. In doing so, they have helped to create a bubble of scientific knowledge, of which very few
outside specialists know, even today. In the beginning, Watson and Crick's version of reality was
driven by a small number of self-interested parties: The Marburg Virus. In the years that followed,
the scientific model became a system of powerful vested interests. Today, it is a system of sham
science, driven by a voracious, global corporate system of profit
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