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Zaara..Q: PostgreSQL - insert rows in one table with
values in another table In PostgreSQL, is there a way
to do a pure INSERT with values coming from another
table? For instance: INSERT INTO Table1(col1, col2,

col3) SELECT col1, col2, col3 FROM Table2 I was able
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to find a way to do this but it's ugly, does anyone know
of a cleaner way to do this in PostgreSQL: INSERT INTO
Table1(col1, col2, col3) SELECT col1, col2, col3 FROM

Table2 UNION ALL SELECT col1, col2, col3 FROM
Table2 WHERE col1 NOT IN (SELECT col1 FROM Table1)

What is the recommended way to do this? A:
PostgreSQL uses set operations such as intersect,

union, difference, and subtraction to do queries. As
long as you're only selecting from one table, and
selecting from multiple tables doesn't have side

effects, the following would work (assuming Table1 has
no duplicate col1). INSERT INTO Table1 (col1, col2,

col3) SELECT col1, col2, col3 FROM ( SELECT col1, col2,
col3 FROM Table2 INTERSECT ALL SELECT col1, col2,

col3 FROM Table1 ) For insert if you really want the old
col2 and col3 values, you can remove the table name
from the first subselect and just use the table name as

a parameter. INSERT INTO Table1 (col1, col2, col3)
SELECT col1, col2, col3 FROM Table2 t2 WHERE EXISTS
(SELECT 1 FROM Table1 t1 WHERE t1.col1 = t2.col1)

Note that this is the correct way to do relational
algebra. is impossible to allow each site to maintain its
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